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1,500 CLEVELAND POSTCARDS TO BE EXHIBITED AT THE ART MUSEUM 

(CLEVELAND, OH) - The Cleveland Museum of Art will exhibit 1,500 historic 
Cleveland postcards this spring and summer as a complement to the museum’s major 
Bicentennial exhibition Transformations in Cleveland Art, 1796-1946. Greetings from 
Cleveland: Picturing the City in Postcards, 1898-1996, being organized by Cleveland 
architectural historian Walter C. Leedy, Jr., will fill a frieze of panels 40" high and 75’ 
long in the Museum Cafe corridor with images sure to catch the imagination and 
memories of alt visitors passing through. Greetings from Cleveland will run 
simultaneously with the major show. May 19-July 21, 1996. 

Leedy began his collection of Cleveland postcards, now numbering about 6,000, in 
earnest in 1989, when he was writing a history of the Cleveland Museum of Art’s original 
1916 building and a fellow member of the Western Reserve Architectural Historians gave 
him a handful of postcards of the museum. When the earliest of Leedy’s postcards were 
made, before many people traveled widely, had telephones, or saw movies or newsreels, 
and before newspapers ran many illustrations, buying a picture postcard was an affordable 
treat common to all social classes, and collecting postcards often became a hobby. Even 
Queen Victoria was an avid collector. 

Leedy realized the unique value picture postcards could have to him as an 
architectural historian, permitting him to observe the changing urban environment, or to 
visually recreate what a neighborhood, or a business establishment, or a major event must 
have looked like. His collection is rich in interior views because they capture spaces 
designed for the rituals of daily life. As Leedy puts it, "I don’t really collect postcards-I 
collect images of life, moments in time. Nostalgia glues people to postcards. There’s 
something intimate and direct about them. As an art historian, I think of postcards as a 
vehicle to introduce art to the millions-people who aren’t intimidated by postcards the 
way they might be by paintings or other ‘fine’ art." While most postcard collectors favor 
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pristine examples, Leedy enjoys the documentation contained, for example, in a traveler’s 
comments to his friend far away about visiting Garfield’s tomb in Lake View Cemetery. As 
postcard collections go, Leedy’s ranges from common examples to the extraordinary. 

For Greetings from Cleveland, he has chosen postcards for their historic interest as well 
as aesthetic quality, and for the appeal they have to visitors to discover and linger over images 
with personal meaning for them. A major highlight of the exhibition will be Leedy’s latest 
acquisition, a 32"-long, color panorama of Public Square. The great American pastime is 
represented in postcards including a photo of Bob Feller and Satchel Paige, starting pitchers for 
the 1948 World Champion Cleveland Indians. Sets include floor-by-floor views of the old Halle 
Brothers Company department store downtown, topped off with a vast alterations room filled 
with seamstresses. 

The power of postcards was demonstrated by the Van Sweringen brothers: their carefully 
timed mass distribution of a postcard brochure, detailing the benefits of their Terminal Tower 
site as the preferred home of Cleveland’s train station, persuaded a slight majority of voters in 
January 1919 to favor the development that resulted in Cleveland’s key landmark and 
transportation hub. Postcards celebrating Cleveland’s industry include a picture of the Hulett 
unloaders in their heyday. 

No aspect of life is untouched by postcard purveyors, including illness and death: along 
with numerous pictures of hospitals and cemeteries are advertisements for casket delivery and 
on-the-scene images of the tragic Collinwood school fire and its aftermath-the disaster that gave 
rise to modern building codes for emergency exits and procedures. The flood of 1909 is 
commemorated in a trick-photography image of a steamship floating down Euclid Avenue. 

Among images linked with artists or subjects in the major exhibition is a series of 
postcards of Terminal Tower made from photographs by Margaret Bourke-White, including her 
view of the old Observation Soda Grill on the 43rd floor (ca. 1930). One of the newest 
postcards features art by the youngest artist: produced by the Willowick company Nu Vista 
Postcards, it is a Christmas-theme card based on a Mentor 5th-grader’s "My Idea of Cleveland’s 
Twinkling Kingdom." Also of special interest to young visitors is the story of Minnie, the 200 ’s 
first elephant; she was purchased with pennies sent to the zoo by Cleveland’s children, and is 
represented in three postcards displayed at a youngster’s eye level. 

Walter Leedy is a professor in the art department of The Cleveland State University, 
where he teaches a wide variety of introductory through graduate art and architectural history 
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courses. At the Courtauld Institute of Art in London, he obtained his Ph.D. in the history of 
European art, concentrating on medieval art and architecture. He holds bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in architecture from the University of Michigan. He has authored many writings for 
general and scholarly audiences, including Terminal Tower, Tower City Center: A Historical 
Perspective (with John Grabowski), and numerous articles on Cleveland’s architectural landmarks 
and history. He is working on Cleveland’s Terminal Tower: The Forest City Acquires a 
Metropolitan Image. 

On Sunday, June 2, at 3 pm. Dr. Leedy will speak at the museum about why and how 
postcards were made, about the variety and ingenuity of postcards, and about the burgeoning 
interest among the general public in modern postcards of Cleveland. He is also giving gallery 
talks in the exhibition on Wednesday, July 17, and Sunday, July 21, at 1:30; Robert Dewey of the 
museum’s education department will give a gallery talk on Thursday, July 18, at 2:30. 

Leedy’s Sunday lecture is the second of three free guest lectures by Cleveland historians 
complementing Cleveland Art and Greetings from Cleveland. The other two Sunday afternoon 
events are: "Cleveland After the Civil War," by Bob Rich, historian and Plain Dealer columnist 
(May 19); and "The Peopling of Cleveland," by John Grabowski, Director of Planning and 
Research, the Western Reserve Historical Society, and Managing Editor, Encyclopedia of 
Cleveland History (June 9). Many additional events for all ages complement the Cleveland Art 
show, most planned as part of the museum’s annual three-month Summer Evenings (formerly 
called Wednesday Evening Festivals). 

♦ * Jk 

The groundbreaking bicentennial exhibition Transformations in Cleveland Art, 1796-1946 
features more than two hundred paintings, prints, sculptures, photographs, and decorative arts. 

It was organized by William H. Robinson, assistant curator of modern art at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art, and David Steinberg, assistant curator of paintings, in collaboration with Sabine 
Kretzschmar, curatorial assistant in prints and drawings. 

Transformations in Cleveland Art, 1796-1946 is sponsored by Hahn Loeser & Parks. 
Additional support is provided by the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support is provided by 
NewsChannel 5, The Plain Dealer, and WCLV 95/5. 
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